
September Eastern PTO Minutes 
Tuesday, September 14, 2021


Board Members present: Laura Ashton, Kristin Harnish, Kylie Croon, Lydia Potthoff


Staff Members present: Biz Ruskowski, Karen Nelson (4th), Jessica Owen (K), Tom Cooper 
(5), Kelle Krcmarik (3), Shanna Girbach (PK)


Welcome/Introductions:

Kelle Krcmarik, new staff

Julie Wilsey motioned to approve August minutes, Kim Jacobson seconded


President’s Report, Laura Ashton:

-2021/22 Overview

Vice President Nominations: Jenn Comstock & Shannon, Joe Sanok motioned to nominate


Maggie Stafford, Staff Birthday appreciation


498 students at Eastern this year. We commit to paying for all educational field trips.  PTO 
monies pay for busing and other field trip costs.  PTO also provides classroom start up for 
every teacher. Teachers use this money often for special projects, rockets in 5th grade, crafts, 
spring planting, etc in lower elementary.  In normal years PTO would also do Popcorn Fridays, 
staff appreciation and condolences.


-Jog-a-thon kick off is on Friday.

Online Platform is getmoving.org to track fundraising and goals.  We would like to get EVERY 
student registered.Tentatively it will be held at the High School track on October 15th (9:30am 
start). Plan B is to hold it on Eastern Campus without Parents in attendance.


	 >Registration/fundraising

Fundraising goal is $40,000 this year.  Corporate sponsorship is the first deadline on 9/20.  
Contact Kristin to sponsor Jog-a-thon

	 

	 >Volunteer Opportunities; Keelan suggested to MC


	 >Corporate Sponsorships


Treasurer’s Report, Kristin Harnish:


Report Breakdown

	 Delayed 2021/22 Budget

We will wait to after jog a thon, likely PTO November meeting, to approve our 21/22 budget

Jentees will defer t-shirt payments until after jog a thon


	 Cash on Hand 
	 Checking Account $4584.99

	 Savings Account    $17601.81

	 TOTAL cash on hand $22,186.80


We have an outstanding $10K check for staff start up so actual cash on hand will be closer to 
$12K soon


http://getmoving.org


	 Income 
	 Interest and total income $0.15

	 Expenses 
	 Hospitality and total $154.48

	 


	 -Based on fundraising


	 -What PTO money goes toward


Principal’s Report, Biz Ruskowski:

-End of Day student dismissal: Thanks for your patience

-Field Trips: we allowed to go on walking field trips outside only.  We can do Birds of Prey 
presentations outsideKindergarten is walking to the fire station and seeing an outdoor 
presentation from Firefighters

-Social Emotional Learning program: Eastern is doing the second step of the program this year 
in 4th grade.  25 minute lessons with scenarios..Once a week theme taught Y5-5th grade 
(insert link from Biz)

-Working on building a safe culture and environment: We have to teach these routines and 
efficiancies

TCAPS is working closely with the health department to notify covid close contacts, we will not 
be notified directly by Eastern and classes may not necessarily be quarantined

-Lots of noon duty opportunities are available

Staff discussion happening on friday about lunch in cafeteria versus classrooms

Laura: Email the School board with concerns before the next meeting or join Dr Van wagoners 
virtual office hours


Committee Reports 
	 -Room Parent Coordinator, Kim Jacobson


	 	 Volunteer Description

monthly check in with teacher, holiday party help- sign up genius etc

Available Classes, 4th and 5th grades and a few others only have one room parent signed up.


Adjournment 7:39pm


Next meeting is Tuesday, October 12th at 6:30pm





