
Documentary Film Analysis 

CITATIONS – the expectation is that these will be correct. Use EasyBib, OWL, the MLA Guide from the reference 

collection and your teacher & librarian as resources. 

FORMAT –  

1. Citations follow MLA format, double space and reverse indented. 

2. Annotations are single spaced and written in complete, concise sentences. These will read and look like paragraphs. 

3. Final analysis paragraph – see below. 

3. Your document should be entirely free of errors.  

ANNOTATIONS –  

1. Summarize (max. 1 sentence) and describe the source (format, scope, timeliness, audience, purpose) 

2. Discusses quality (strengths/weaknesses, authority, credibility) 

3. Consider limitations. 

4. Describe the application – what is the appeal, purpose or appropriateness of use within the film 

ANALYSIS – 1 paragraph - Write a final analysis discussing how well the filmmaker used sources to support their thesis. 

Was there a balance of appeals? Was the quality of sources high, low, or mixed? Why did the filmmaker make the 

choices he did? Was it effective when you watched the film? Was it effective/appropriate given what you know now? 
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